
Greetings all,                                                                                                                                     May, 2013 

 

I would like to share with you some of the happenings on my recent trip to Bali.  I left Perth airport on 

Saturday 20
th

 April with a very excited and apprehensive 12 year old granddaughter, Aleece who had never 

flown before. Her Mum was joining us for the second week in Bali.  I thought it would be ‘enlightening’ for 

Aleece to see education in Bali for a few days before she hit the shopping and holidaying aspects on the 

island.  The Risata Hotel in Tuban was a pleasant surprise to Aleece as her Dad told her our ‘hut’ would 

have a dirt floor.  She had no idea what to expect. 

 

Due to the delay of National Testing in Bali, the school was busy and our first day’s programme was 

cancelled so we did in fact walk to Kuta to the markets and had a bit of a look around.  Below is a summary 

of what we did in schools. 

 

SD24 Pemecutan.  The 2013 ‘Aleece Scholarship’ for six years high school funding was awarded to Ni 

Kadek Sri Citarasmini and today was the presentation with her proud father in attendance as well as Yans 

Sukerta our AAS Bali President.  In addition the Bali Safari and Marine Park donated an ‘in school’ 

conservation and environment visit to the students, who were very excited to see the huge python brought to 

school by the BS&MP staff.  

               
      Kadek, her Dad, Gayus the Co-ordinator, Aleece and myself           The BS&MP in school conservation programme 

 

SD4 Pecatu.  I had quite a discussion with Anief the co-ordinator for this school which is the sister school of 

Settlers Primary who provide funding for the English teacher, Kayan, to conduct English classes.  The 

children are making progress.  Well done to Settlers.    

 

SD2 Kutuh.  SD2 and Cue District High School are new sister schools to the programme but we have had 

sponsorship children at this school for more than a year now.  It is a lovely clean little school, out towards 

Ulawatu and the lady Principal, Putu Warisini takes a very keen interest in the children’s welfare as well as 

their education.  Ted and Sheila Hay accompanied me and they met the mother and sponsored her two 

children while we were there.  The school children are raising some very interestingly coloured chickens as 

part of their science lessons. 

             
Sponsorship children at SD2 Kutuh                    Ted and  Sheila Hay with                  Interesting chickens in the science class 

                                                                                new sponsorship family      



We were close to the Ulawatu Temple and made a quick stop to have a look and see the very cheeky 

monkeys which entertained us with their stealing tactics.  From here we crossed the foot of Bali to SMP 4 

Kuta Selatan passing the five places of worship.  An Islamic Mosque, Catholic Church, Anglican Church, 

Hindu Temple and Buddhist Temple stand side by side, set back off the road behind a car parking area.   

SMP 4 Kuta Selatan.  This Junior High School is the sister School of Cecil Andrews Senior High School in 

Armadale.  National Testing was continuing and the school was unusually very quiet.  The school opened 

six years ago and the developments and extensions to this school are testament to the hard working 

Principal, staff, school committee and students.  The students here have won several sporting competitions at 

National level and boast a national swimmer who will visit Cecil Andrews later this year. 

Nusa Dua.  We spent several hours re-acquainting and talking to students, staff, committee and parents who 

have visited Perth over the last twelve months with the study tours facilitated by AAS here in Perth.  Many 

of the students are keen to study at Curtin or Murdoch Universities.  These are students from well off 

families and not the sponsored children.  Special thanks to Jero and Dewa, parents of Ayu who attended the 

last study tour, for making us so welcome. 

                                   

   Ganesha at SMP4 a symbol of career success                      Lunch with Ayu, Jero, Dewa and Wayan Tur Adnyana  

                        and prosperity.                                                                 the Principal of SMP4 Kuta Selatan.  

 

SD3 Jungbatu.  We left Kuta by car very early to join the traffic jam to Sanur in time to catch the fast ferry 

to Lembongan Island.  We were met in Sanur by Komang Budiarta our Lembongan co-ordinator who is the 

Head of English at Mahasaraswati University in Denpasar.  We were joined by the AAS Bali Secretary 

Wahyuni Sarmiasih and her daughter Adinda (10 years old) who had been given permission by her Principal 

to have the day off school to accompany us and be a mate to Aleece.  The ferry had us on Lembongan in 45 

minutes and we were taken on the back of a ute to the school where me met the Principal, staff and fathers 

of two students who were being presented with scholarships for high school.  There is only one SMP (junior 

high school) and one private SMA (senior high school) on Lembongan and many of the students do not have 

the opportunity to attend high school. 

        
    ‘Anja’ Scholarship and ‘Cat’y Scholarship recipients with                    Komang took us to see the seaweed farming 

                                 Adinda and Aleece 



The Anja Scholarship was awarded to Luh Ade Widia Miranti and the Caty Scholarship to Ni Komang Novi 

Vio Rensa who will both attend SMP4 Nusa Penida for Junior High School.  Both girls have stated how hard 

they will work to be successful and were very grateful for the opportunity to attend high school.  To my 

surprise, I discovered there are seven elementary schools on Lembongan Island.  After a tour of the island, a 

visit to the seaweed farms and an introductory lesson on catching sand worms for bait, we had a delicious 

lunch before boarding the fast ferry back to Sanur. 

 

   
                               Seaweed harvesting                                                                        Collecting worms for bait 

 

Aleece was very happy to welcome her Mum to Bali on Saturday and was looking forward to other ventures 

during the next week.  On Monday we all left early with our driver for a two day visit to the North of the 

island.  On the way we had a meeting in Kediri with the AAS Treasurer, Sri Agustini, who does a 

magnificent job for AAS while balancing full time work with the Education Department, a husband and two 

small children and studying for her Masters.  It was a short, but very worthwhile meeting with Sri.  We then 

stopped at the Tabanan Hospital to visit the Ambesa family.  Most of you will remember Yeriel was born 

two years ago with hydrocephalus and required a shunt placed in his head to drain fluid from the brain.  

Yeriel was unwell and required an emergency operation to replace the shunt.  This was done courtesy of the 

Indonesian Government in Tabanan and we assisted with funds for special medicine.  Next stop was to Ketut 

Widana in Marga who co-ordinates many sponsorship children in the area.  A very proud dad met us bleary 

eyed from doing night shift with a new 10 day old son.  We delivered a new wheelchair donated here in 

Wanneroo by Wheelchairs for kids for one of the sponsored children who can now attend school.  He is nine 

years old and commenced kindy in July last year with the use of temporary adult wheelchair.  With extra 

tuition he is making good progress and will commence in year 2 in the coming months.  He could not attend 

school previously due to the fact he moved around on his bottom and his uniform would be muddy.  From 

here we were joined by Della Wood who had arrived in Bali a couple of hours before and would travel to 

Lovina with us. 

 

                    
             Dika, Sherryn, Sri with Nindy and Sarah                                                       Lake Tamblingan 

 

We then drove through Baturiti, around Lake Tamblingan and on to Kalianget to visit the family of Komang 

Budi Asmita.  Komang fell out of a coffee tree whilst harvesting about six years ago and broke his neck.  He 

is paralysed from the neck down and has little use of his arms and hands.  With a bit of assistance he is now 

able to wheel himself for short distances in his new wheelchair, bought jointly with Jimbaran Rotary.  



Thanks to some wonderful sponsors in Mandurah the children in this family can all attend school and their 

life has improved.  The local school provides regular reports about the children to Bali Hearts Lynda 

Marshall and Della Wood who work in the area and monitor the family for AAS. 

 

In Lovina we had a meeting with Puspa who works in the library at Singraja but is the Saturday English 

teacher in Sudaji where she resides.  AAS recently had to withdraw from Sudaji as we had no local co-

ordinator but Puspa would be happy to take on the role and see AAS supporting students again in Sudaji, 

which is a very poor village. 

 

We took a few hours next morning to visit the hot sulphur springs in Kalianget and the Buddhist Temple 

prior to heading for Baturiti where we intended turning left and taking a road across the mountains for a 

meeting at Petang with Agung Sumanadi our local co-ordinator there and to catch up with our sponsored 

children, Beni and Jayanti who were orphaned late last year.  Not to be, the road was so impassable and we 

had to turn back and go south to Mengwi.  By then it was too late to take the long trip to Petang up the other 

side of the mountains.  After much phone conversation with Agung he insisted on coming to Denpasar on 

Wednesday night for a meeting – one and a half hours on his motorbike! 

 

                
               The hot sulphur springs Kalianget                                                   The Sleeping Buddha in the Temple 

 

Wednesday morning we were up and off early again to be at Getakan Kindy by 0845.  Once again through 

the traffic to Sanur and out towards Klungkung.  It is such a pleasure always to visit here.  I was expecting 

the windows and doors to be finished, but no!  We do have a roof, doors, ceramic tiled floor and rendered 

walls but no windows yet.  So that is for the next budget.  The children were keen to demonstrate some of 

what they learned at school and the boys performed a traditional dance and the girls did aerobics to a CD 

that AAS had provided.  They were such happy and well behaved little children. Full marks to Jero the 

teacher and her staff for the excellent learning and care they provide for these children. 

 

          
 

       Getakan Kindy – Traditional dance demonstration               and                            Aerobics 

 



Next was an appointment at the Bali Safari and Marine Park to see their education facilities.  We had a 

wonderful day with a private education officer guide.  We visited the whole park, one of the highlights being 

the education areas.  Do you know how to make elephant poo paper?  We do now!  The local schools have 

planted various crops and visit and tend the gardens as a school project.  School groups can have educational 

excursions to all the education facilities at the park.  In addition, the BS&MP is committed to saving the 

beautiful Bali Mynah bird and is working closely with their conservation partners, Bali Mynah Conservation 

Association and Garuda Indonesia in ensuring their future survival.  BS&MP would like to send two of their 

education staff to Perth during Harmony Week 2014 (March) to visit a couple of schools here to present 

workshops on their conservation projects.  That is something for discussion at the next AAS meeting to be 

held soon.  If you do have the chance to visit the Safari Park and see the new cultural show, please do.  I 

have seen fabulous shows in Thailand and Japan but this is the best I have ever seen – complete with live 

animals – elephants, snakes, ducks and gamelan band.   Thank you Wendy and your staff for a very 

educational day and we look forward to a long association with BS&MP. 

 

              
               Entering the Education area                                                                     The students eco-crops 

 

                
  The boiled, strained fibre from the elephant poo drying                                          Making the paper 

 

                          
          The Bali Mynah Bird         Cycle of green conservation                   Recycling plastic bottle tops for art 



Next was a meeting in Denpasar with Agung Sumanadi at the AAS Secretaries house and dinner.  Yuni is a 

fabulous cook and if you ever get the chance to try her soto ayam – take it.  Agung reported on the children 

and schools he co-ordinates and we had many laughs till late when he and his lovely daughter Ayu then had 

to mount that motor bike again for the return journey to the mountains. 

 

              
                    Adinda and Aleece now firm friends                               Agung Sumanadi and his daughter heading home 

 

Thursday brought a meeting with the co-ordinator from West Negara, Gede Sudariasa, together with Wayan 

Tur and his family and the Wiguna family from Wayan’s school.  Komang Devi Wiguna asked for 

assistance to complete her application to attend Kent Street High School next year.  This has now been 

submitted to Education and Training International (ETI) here in Perth and she is awaiting the outcome.  Devi 

will live with the Balinese Gargita family in Cloverdale while she is studying in Perth.  It was a lively 

meeting ending in everyone wanting dinner at 11.30pm.  Could only happen in Bali! 

 

Friday was my day off before flying home.  It was spent by the pool with Yuni and Adinda playing happily 

in the water with Aleece.  We were then joined by Jati our Pegadungan co-ordinator and her husband Ketut 

and son Dony who also had a grand time in the pool.  I snuck away at 3pm for a welcome massage and then 

met with Wayan and Julie Tur Adnyana again to finish off some business.  We had a much earlier dinner.  

Later there was short but successful meeting with Putra, a new co-ordinator for Ubud.  

 

                            
                     Aleece, Adinda and Yuni                                                                Dony with Dad Ketut                   
 

Saturday and a flight home came so quickly.  I believe a lot was accomplished and there will be more for the 

next AAS member who ventures to Bali.  It is just as well we share the load.  Aleece is planning to get a part 

time job and save to return to Bali.  We did do a couple of things other than AAS ‘stuff’.  We hired an 

outrigger and went around the fishing village of boats in Jimbaran where they all live on their boats.  

Another day we visited Waterbom with Yuni’s kids, Adinda and son Vicky.  They loved it all.  We even had 

a day in Poppies Lane number 1 and found a magic shop.  Thank goodness Sarah came and was able to take 

Aleece shopping and introduce her to the joys of massage and waxing.   Mmmm – great massage but she’s 

not so sure about the waxing. 

 

 



        
                 At Waterbom                                                   Fun on the beach                                 At  Lake Bratan 

 

When next I venture to the Island of the Gods, the new airport terminal and the major road works should be 

completed and if, as expected, the traffic flows will be much improved, it will make getting out and about so 

much easier.  Avoid visiting Bali in September when all the World Heads of Government will be there for a 

meeting.  It will surely be chaos. 

 

                                                 
 

At this point I would like to say thank you to all our sponsors who make education for these lovely children 

possible.  I have seen over the years the changes in the families.  Health has improved as they can now 

afford a little better nutrition.  Children are confident and still so very eager to learn.  So many of our visits 

to schools culminate in parents standing at the gate waiting to see us as we leave to say a personal thank you 

for giving their children a future.  It is always humbling and sometime embarrassing. 

 

A huge thank you to Kerry Steele who has provided funds, not only sponsorship of children each year but 

for the six, six year scholarships for the academically talented girls who would not otherwise have afforded 

to go to high school.  All of these scholarships are fully funded and the money is held in trust within the 

AAS bank account to be drawn each year. 

 

It is now the time of year to finalise all the sponsorships donations, have the records checked by our 

accountant and transfer funds to Bali for distribution for the new school year in July.  Without you, the 

sponsors this would not be possible and again many thanks to you all. 

 

Regards   

 

Sherryn Reid, 

Sponsorship Co-ordinator, AAS 


