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Dear Members, 
Welcome everyone to another year full of promise and highlights for our AdoptASchool community. I’m 
sure you will enjoy reading about our recent activities in this latest newsletter. Our newsletter now has a 
large audience. To cut down on our costs, please let me know if you are happy to receive an e-copy. 
Sadly, this is Sue Elliott’s last newsletter as Editor. I would like to sincerely thank her and acknowledge 
her excellence in the way she has gone about publishing this bi-annual communication. We all wish Sue 
and David a happy retirement as they drive off into Grey Nomad Land! On a happier note, I would like to 
welcome Cathy Hopper as our new Editor. Cathy comes to us from a marketing background and has skills 
in the area of electronic communication. So if you have any articles or photos to go in our next newsletter, 
please email them to Cathy at cathy.hopper@iinet.net.au 
 

You may be aware that AAS was successful in receiving funding from Lotterywest to undertake a 
Strategic Planning analysis. This process is now well in hand with a planning workshop in mid-February. 
As an Association, we are at a crossroads, needing to decide the best way forward to continue our 
work to improve the educational outcomes for students and teachers in WA and Bali. It is now 
critical that we have some new members step up and take on some of the tasks of managing our 
Association which oversees the partnerships between approximately 100 schools and the 
sponsorship for nearly 300 needy students in Bali. It’s time for some new blood to help steer the 
ship and ensure AAS’s continuation. To make way for change, I will be standing down as President, 
as of the AGM in October. Currently, there is no-one to step in as President, but I am hopeful that 
the right person will come forward before the next AGM. The incumbent needs to have an interest 
in Bali and education. They don’t need to be a teacher. In fact someone with business and/or 
entrepreneurial flair may well allow the Association to progress very successfully. Please consider 
this seriously as failure to fill the position would have dire consequences for AAS’s future. I will be 
there as guide, probably in the role of Vice President or Secretary.  
 

One of our highlights will be the month-long visit to WA for one of our long-time coordinators, Mr Alit 
Widia. Alit will be in WA in Harmony Week in March and will visit the schools which the Kaba-Kaba 
village has as sister schools, sharing information about Balinese culture with WA students. He will spend 
a week in Geraldton, as Indonesian language assistant. Alit will take part in Harmony Week celebrations 
too. Also during March, AAS will host a study tour by students and teachers from SMA N1 Kuta as well 
as two Education Officers from Bali Safari and Marine Park 
who will visit schools and talk about endangered wildlife in 
Indonesia. 
 

Lastly, sincere thanks to our Committee members who 
continue to dedicate hundreds of hours of voluntary work to 
AAS. Without their commitment, we are nothing. Please 
contact me if you are interested in learning more about a 
particular role with the view to becoming a future committee 
member. Our next committee meeting will be on Saturday 21st 
June, 2014, 4:00-6:00pm in West Perth. This is open to all 
members, although educators and sponsors are encouraged to 
attend the AAS Connections which are planned for June. 
Details to follow.   Best wishes, Susan Cromb AAS President.     Eleventh AAS anniversary and AGM Oct 2013. 
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AdoptASchool Beard-A-Thon.  

G'day my name is Eric Grattan from Venus Bay, Victoria. This year I have 
proposed a challenge to not shave for a whole year to raise money and 
awareness for the 'AdoptASchool' programme. 
 

I have created a Facebook page called 'Adopt A School Beard-A-Thon' to 
spread awareness and to seek donations. I am doing weekly updates on 
donations and photos of the progress of my furry friend. I am currently up to 
week 7 out of 52, of not shaving in this photo. I'm hoping to raise enough 
donations for at least 26 children this year and hopefully more to sponsor a 
school as well. 
 

Any support is much appreciated! So if you would like to get involved search 
my page on Facebook to keep updated with my progress through the year. I 

think that what the AdoptASchool organisation does is great and I hope that by trying to raise awareness 
in my community I will inform others of this amazing programme.                               By Eric Grattan.                                                      
 

My Short Story.  
My name is Ni Wayan Suwastini, I attended SD13 Denpasar. I live in Banjar Gelogor Carik, at Taman 
Pancing Street Pemogan, South Denpasar subdistrict. I was very fortunate to get an educational 
sponsorship and foster parents from AdoptASchool WA since elementary school in 2006. The name of 
my sponsor parent is Mrs.Ivy Beeson. I am very proud and thanks to AdoptASchool and especially to 
Mrs.Ivy Beeson, who still assists me, because of her help I was able to continue studying through 

to University, where I now study. I am majoring in Mathematics 
Education, because I aspire to be a math teacher. In addition to my 
busy life, I also channel my talents in Field Scouts and became the 
Scout teacher every Saturday and Sunday. I teach in SDN6 
Pedungan in class 3 and 4. There are 160 students from there and I 
get a little reward, which I used to buy daily necessities.  
Thanks to AdoptASchool for all the help and attention. 
AdoptASchool hopefully can continue to help education in Bali, 
especially education for students who are less able. Lots of thanks 
and best regards.                                         By Ni Wayan Suwastini. 
 

Trisna’s Visitors from WA.  
I'm Trisna, teacher of SD no 3 Abianbase, very many thanks to 
Annette Myles, Brad, Kaitlyn and Rihana Myles for always visit 
us. It was very nice when saw the children select their penpal. 
Kaitlyn, Rihana and Jessy (my daughter) was very interested when 
open and read letters from the students in Australia for their penpal 
in Bali. Thanks for visit my house on 28th December 2013. That 
was very, very nice thing for my family to have a talk with Myles.  

 

Thanks for Capel 
Primary School and 
Carey Park Primary 
school for this 
relationship. Very big 
thanks for Jeremy Buckner (Indonesian language teacher) 
and Annette Myles for your kindness. 
 

SD No 3 Abianbase have been visited by Jessica Ellen 
Dachef, Luke Dachef and kids on 16th November 2013, it 
was nice thing, all are having gymnastic with the students.          
                                   By Trisna Ermawati, English teacher. 
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Dalkeith Primary School has come up with a great way to collect 
funds to help their sister school in the north of Bali, Pegadungan SD2. A 
perspex donation box has been made and placed in the reception area where 
students, parents and visitors can easily drop in loose change. Last year 
students had a Crazy Hair Day and some parents once again donated at a 
Melbourne Cup luncheon. In the past year their sister school has been 
supported through the provision of an English teacher, furnishing of a sick 
room newly built by the government and by providing bi-lingual books. Dwi 
the English teacher in Bali is sending student work to Dalkeith by the use of 
Dropbox, another great idea! Many thanks to Milani May the past AAS 
coordinator and welcome to Peter McSkimming. 

 
Congratulations to Sri Agustini, second from the left, on 
graduating with a Masters in Education. Wayan Tur 
Adnyana, AAS Vice-President is on her right and husband 
Budi is to her left. Sri is our hard working AAS treasurer 
in Bali who works full time and is a mother to two young 
boys. What an achievement Sri, you are an amazing 
woman. Please accept our sincere congratulations and best 
wishes for your future success.  

 
 
 
 
Independence Day Celebrations at the Indonesian 
Consulate in Perth. AAS always receives an invitation 
to attend and welcomes this opportunity. Speeches 
were made by the Indonesian Consul, Malcolm 
McCusker and Mike Nahan before several cultural 
performances. This is a hand clapping dance 
originating from Aceh - the kids were fantastic! 

 
How Your Raised Funds Were Used. 
This school year 2013 – 2014 some Kaba-Kaba schools happily 
got funds from their sister schools in WA. Every school spent 
the fund as wisely as they can to match their school program. 
 

SD1 Kaba-Kaba – Allendale P.S. Knowing that the 
fundraising has been transferred by the AAS Bali treasurer, Ni 
Wayan Sudani, principal, held a school meeting. They agreed 
to spend the Rp 3.165.552,00 for buying a “SARASWATI” 
statue. Other expenses will be covered by the committee’s 
fund. Now the statue is standing beautifully in the school yard. 

As we all know that SARASWATI is the goddess of knowledge. 
We Hindu followers celebrate the Saraswati Day every 210 
days. It is always on Saturday Umanis Watugunung. 
  
SD2 Kaba-Kaba - Landsdale P.S. Every school has a school 
library. The library becomes resources of knowledge doesn’t it? 
The Department of Education is now building a school library 
for SD2 Kaba-Kaba, it is nearly finish. The size of the library is 
6 metre x 9 metre. It costs Rp 180.000.000,00. To enrich the 
library resources books and other library equipment is still 
needed.  
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SD4 Kaba-Kaba - Leeman P.S. The school committee and 
teachers tried hard to make the school surroundings nice and 
beautiful. If it is so students or everyone who comes to school 
will feel comfortable. They like to stay at school longer. The 
committee paid much attention on the school yard. Green grass, 
frangipani trees and other green plants decorate the school 
garden. There are also some statues spread everywhere. 
 

SD Cepaka - Bletchley Park P.S. Bletchley Park P.S. held 
fundraising for 
its sister school. 
The teachers and 

the school committee agreed that the money of Rp 
5.331.456,00 was bought one laptop and 4 unit Smart Fren 
Modem. The balance is still kept in the school bank 
account. The laptop is symbolized given by Kristin Chave 
to represent the Bletchley Park P.S. when she and her 
groups visited the school recently. 
 

SD2 Nyambu - 
Morley P.S. Suzanne 
Love, the co-ordinator 
at Morley P.S. transferred the sum of Rp 1.929.687,00. The fund was 
bought 3 washbasins. Now the students and teachers are easily wash 
their hands. Clean is healthy isn’t it? It is the motto of the school and 
also a lesson for us all. 
 

Well, I find that AdoptASchool Western Australia not just 
sponsoring needy students and their families, but also help sister 
schools by giving books, sport equipments or some money to buy 
other school needs. So far there are 5 Primary School students, 12 
Secondary School students and 1 University student from Kaba-
Kaba get assistance from this agency. There are still many students 
on the list waiting for your kindness. 
 

On behalf of those of them, Kaba-Kaba school, Kaba-Kaba 
communities and I personally would like to say thank you very much 

to the sponsors, to the sister schools in WA, to unforgettable staff of  AAS in WA. I hope our relationship 
can be continued.                                                                           By Alit Widia – Kaba-Kaba Coordinator.                                                                   
 
A Special and Memorable Day. 
My wife and I had the great pleasure of taking a laptop computer to Bali on behalf of AdoptASchool. It 
was being donated by sister schools Allendale PS and Bletchley Park PS to Mr Alit Widia for use as the 
AAS representative in Kaba Kaba. Delivering the laptop to him turned into a very special event for us. 
 

The day we were to present him with the laptop was also the day of the cremation (Ngaben ceremony) for 
a very popular priest. We were invited as special guests to attend the preparations and to partake in the 
procession through the village to the cremation site. 
 

We were taken by Alit to the village hall where the body had laid for 4 days, there were people there from 
all over Bali as this priest had been the priest for over ½ a million Balinese during his lifetime. We were 
welcomed into the congregation as if we were just part of the family and were introduced to the village 
headman who knew of AAS and all their good work. It was here that we found out that we were the only 
invited Westerners in a gathering of over 2,000 people.  

 



 5 
It was peaceful sitting around under the trees and just 
having the locals come and enquire through Alit who we 
were and why we were there. For anyone who has never 
attended a Balinese cremation, we were informed that it 
is a celebration of the person’s life and to release the soul 
from this world so it is free to move into the next world.  
 

Everyone sat around just talking until the preparations for 
moving the body began, then the atmosphere really 
changed as people began to get excited. The priest’s body 
finally emerged from the hall to be placed in the Wadah, 
this is a temple made of paper and light wood in which he 
was to proceed through the village. The body was taken 
up to the Wadah using a ramp. Also there was a Lembu which is a buffalo made from paper and light 
wood which would lead him through the village. All of these are very beautiful and spectacular 
constructions. 

We all waited quietly until the preparations were finished 
but once the signal was given that the procession would 
start there was a buzz in the air as 2,000 plus people began 
to form for the procession. With the Wadah being so high 
men came out with very long bamboo sticks to lift the 
power lines so that it could pass under. We were invited to 
join the procession behind the Wadah and follow through 
the village to the cremation site.  
 

At the cremation site there were food stalls and a gamelan 
playing Balinese music. The back of the Lembu was 
removed to open it for the priest’s body and offerings to be 
placed inside. The priest’s body was taken from the Wadah 

and placed into the Lembu and blessings were said, this part 
of the ceremony took about 30 minutes.  
 

When everything was finished in preparing the Lembu for 
the cremation, timber was stacked around the base. After 
blessings had been said by all the gathered throng the 
priests gave permission for the Lembu to be lit. The 
equipment they used looked about 50 years old and was a 
large drum on a trolley with a long hose to a burner, we of 
course stood well back at this stage. It only took a few 
minutes for the Lembu to be fully alight, the heat could be 
felt 20 metres away. Neighbours next to the site were on the 

roof of their houses with hose pipes ensuring that their roofs did 
not burst into flame. At this point Alit informed us that all the 
relatives would stay until it was just embers and the Wadah and 
ceremonial ramp had been burnt. 
 

We returned to Alit’s house where his wife Made had prepared a 
satay lunch for us. This was when we presented the laptop to 
Alit on behalf of AAS and he very gratefully received it. What 
started as just a delivery turned into a very special and 
memorable day for us. It made us both very proud to be part of 
the AAS family and all the good work it does in Bali.                              
                                                 By Steve Farrand, AAS member. 

 



 6 
Exmouth DHS Visits Bali. As our school, Exmouth District High School, is a 
district high we decided to adopt three schools to try to match our children’s ages. 
It will allow us to develop communication, expose our children to Indonesian 
culture and strengthen our links between us and the students in Bali. We plan to 
fundraise with whole school projects and also sponsor students from each school. 
 

Our visit in January this year was rewarding and very worthwhile. It gave us a 
firsthand experience of what the schools were like and exactly what their needs were. We were able to 
come back to our own school and pass on information about how beneficial the AAS program is and how 
it will benefit SO many children. We were amazed at how easily we could help resource the schools and 
how lucky our students are.                    By Sue Sherwin, Teacher & Kerren Lister, Education Assistant. 
 

On the 10th of January 2014 we visited our AdoptASchools in Bali. We drove north for about 1 and ½ 
hours to the middle of Bali to an area called Petang which is where the schools are. On the way we saw 
mountains, lots of rice fields and a monkey forest. At about 9am we arrived at the first school which is 
called SD1 Pangsan. It is a primary school for years 1-6 and has 117 students. When we parked the car 
we saw some students in their sport clothes doing some morning exercises. We were greeted by Agung 
who is the AdoptASchool co-ordinator in Bali and he introduced us to the Principal. Then they took us on 
a tour of the school. The gardens and school grounds are green and shady, but they don’t have an oval or 
playgrounds like we do. We went into some classrooms to see the children working and Agung explained 
why we were there. They only speak and understand a little bit of English. Mr & Mrs Sherwin talked 
about Australia and drew a map on the chalkboard for them. The children were very happy and excited 
that we were there. At the end of the visit the Principal sat us in his office and we were given a warm 
honey type drink, water and some sweet rolls! Mrs Sherwin discussed with him ways in which Exmouth 
District High School can help their school through the sponsorship program.  
 

The next school we visited was SMPN1 Petang. It is a Junior 
High School with 823 students from years 7 – 9. Agung took 
us to a reception area where we met with the Principal, staff 
members and some students. We sat and they served us 
coffee, water and all sorts of Indonesian foods. We felt very 
special being treated so nicely. We were then introduced to 
two students that Exmouth District High School is 
sponsoring. The boy is a year 8 student whose name is I 
Komang Obik Hendayana. The girl is in year 9 and her name 
is Ni Made Dwi Suarniti. They were very friendly and along 
with the staff they showed us around their school. At the end 
of the visit the Principal, staff and students presented all of us 
with a gift of a drawing. It was a really nice visit and it was 
great to meet the children that are being sponsored.  
 

The last school for the day was SMAN1 Petang. This is a Senior High 
School with 462 children from years 10 – 12. We were met by lots of 
people and we toured the school straight away. The gardens and school 
grounds are green and very nice. We went into their computer lab where 
they explained that the 25 computers are all they have for the 462 
students. We were then taken to a formal meeting room to sit and talk 
about the program. Like the other schools we were given water and a 
box that had Indonesian foods in it. In this room we met the student we 
are also sponsoring. Her name is Ni Putu Yesi Anita Dewi. We called 
her Yesi and she is in year 10. She told us she wanted to be a nurse. She 
was excited when she was told we were sponsoring her so she could 
finish her education.                                             By Kate Lister, student. 
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  Needy Children.  If you know of anyone wishing to sponsor a child please contact Sherryn Reid. Many 

children are at risk of being denied access to school due to their family’s inability to fund tuition and school 
requirements such as books, pencils, uniforms and shoes. Any donations will be received with much appreciation. 
All members work voluntarily and the entire donation goes directly to the child’s education costs.    

 

Sponsorship Report. 
The Sponsorship Programme has grown enormously over the 11 years since the inception of AAS. 
During this last few months, in consultation with the Bali Coordinators, AAS has made slight changes to 
the way funds are disbursed in Bali. I recently held meetings with all the coordinators in Bali and due to 
some of the recent bank problems, the coordinators were unanimous in their decision to return to 
delivering funds direct to schools. The coordinators have been issued with and will complete a new AAS 
receipt in a duplicate book, the school will sign and stamp the book and the original copy will be sent to 
the AAS Secretary in Bali and ultimately arrive in Perth to be forwarded to the sponsor. Due to the high 
cost of postage stamps it may well be emailed to you. So, in time, after the disbursement of educational 
sponsorship funds in July 2014, you should receive an AAS receipt from Bali with the school stamp and 
school Principal or Treasurer’s signature. All parents of recipients will be notified by the Bali coordinator. 
                                                                    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                          AAS Meeting participants in Denpasar and Kediri.                                                             Receipt. 
 

In addition, arrangements for the upcoming SMAN1 Kuta (Senior High School) staff and students and the 
Education Officers from the Bali Safari Park Harmony Week Cultural Exchange to Perth were finalised. 
The students from SMAN1 will perform the Kecak Dance and demonstrate how to make ‘Cabang’, the 
little baskets for traditional offerings and the Bali Safari girls will make a presentation on Endangered 
Wildlife in Indonesia such as the elephant, orangutan and the Bali Mynah Bird.  SMAN1 Kuta and the 
BS&MP girls will visit their sister school, Kent Street Senior High School and also Belmont City 
College. The girls will additionally present at Alinjarra and Mount Hawthorn Primary schools. 
        
 At the Bali Safari & Marine Park.                       Meeting the Binturon.                 He is sniffing and checking me out.  
 Bali Mynah Birds.                                            

                                                                                  
  
 

It was a busy schedule in Bali but most rewarding and I must congratulate the Bali Coordinators for their 
enthusiasm and dedication in their voluntary capacities. Without them, AAS Bali could not happen.     
                                                                                                  By Sherryn Reid, Sponsorship Coordinator.  
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Useful Websites: 
www.adoptaschool.org.au - our official website with current information. 
http://www.balihearts.org/ - Bali Hearts have been raising funds for their projects for more than 10 years and are 
still working in the Singaraja area in the North of Bali. 
www.acara.edu.au/ -  Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) is responsible for a 
national curriculum from K - Yr 12. Information about teaching and assessment of Indonesian language in schools. 
 

Upcoming Events: We are revamping our meetings with the following plan in place for this year. The Executive 
will meet on 21st June and discuss the business workings of AAS. Members are welcome to attend. Susan will 
send out a questionnaire to see if members are interested in having AAS Network gatherings in June. There would 
be a Network for school members and another for sponsors. If there is interest in their formation Susan will arrange 
it. It is felt that it’s more useful for teachers and sponsors to meet outside of regular AAS meetings, where they can 
freely discuss the happenings in their school and their sponsorships, without the constraints of a formal meeting. 
Next meeting: Saturday 21

st
 June 4-6pm at the office of Ingrilli & Scott Taxation Services, Ground floor 

Centrepoint Tower, 123B Colin St, West Perth.  
 

Appreciation for support to AAS goes to: 
Consulate of the Republic of Indonesia, Consul General Syarief Syamsuri and staff for their continued support. 
Garuda Indonesia, Mr Ronald Tobing for continuing to provide an excess baggage allowance when flying to 
Indonesia. He is ably assisted by June Dunstan. 
Scotch College, Claremont, for regularly donating clothing to be taken up to Bali.  
Metropolitan Omnibus Company, Bob Pearce. For bus hire rates phone 0418 337 302. 
Milner’s International College of English, Warren Milner provides scholarships to Bali teachers. 
Also to our corporate sponsors: 
Alfa Enterprises, Welshpool.     
Westplan Design and Construction, Rockingham.              
 

How can you help?                
Visiting Bali? You could carry up donations of books, such as discarded reading or library books, or other school 
resources. We can apply for a 5kg extra baggage allowance with Garuda. Contact Susan Cromb: 0402 914 521 
(A/H); Sherryn Reid: 9355 5505. 
Clothing is regularly available to be taken up, contact Sue in Fremantle at elliott@westplandesign.com.au  
Donate your unused laptop, contacts as above. I would appreciate it if you could promote all of these in your school 
newsletter. 
 

Thanks, You DIDN’T Throw It Away! Remember all those 
unwanted gifts, samples, or mistake buys I scrounged? Many of 
them made a grand profit of $560 which will go towards bringing 
one of our English educators to Perth for a study tour. Thank you, if 
you threw things my way, I made good use of them at Mt. 
Hawthorn’s Multicultural Fair. The fair was held all over the school 
grounds in blazing sunshine at the beginning of November. It’s the 
simplest idea, but turns a profit. Participants pay $2 a throw, and 
roll a dice. There are six numbered bags and the player wins the 
contents of whichever bag number is rolled. One participant this 
time won a pure wool throw, another a drinks’ cooler. Some not so 
lucky got a pen, perhaps, or a notebook. Everyone wins something 
so everyone goes away smiling. If you would like me to show you 
the game and help you to have a stall for your own AAS 
fundraising, perhaps for your sister school, then get in touch. Better still, let me know any venue you think I might 
be welcome to have a stall. Many thanks for your help.                   Rosemary Robertson: rosianro@bigpond.net.au    
                                                                                                                                tel: 944 6838 mob: 0438 446 838. 
How can I join? Membership details are as follows:  
                                 Corporate Membership - $100 minimum per annum. 
                                 Private Membership      - $10 first year. (Includes certificate.)  
                                                                       - $10 annual renewal.   
                                 School Membership      - $20 per annum. (Includes certificate.) 
                                 All members receive AAS newsletters. 
 

Committee:             President - Susan Cromb                                      Vice-President - Derek Cromb 
Minutes Secretary - John Darroch                            Membership Officer – Cheryle Medcalf                 
Newsletter – Cathy Hopper                                       Sponsorship Co-ordinator  – Sherryn Reid                  

                                 Web Administrators – Susan & Shannah Cromb     Treasurer - Shane Scott 
                                 Wiki Co-ordinator – Andrew Rowe 

For further information contact Susan Cromb: A/H 9409 2876; Mob: 0402 914 521, Email: cromb@tpg.com.au 


