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A note from the AAS President - Sheila Hay 
Many interesting things have happened since our last meeting. Susan Cromb is still 
recovering, we wish her well. Danella Brown unfortunately has resigned. Thank you 
Danella for your input. We now of course need a new secretary. 

Sherryn Reid our Sponsorship Coordinator has been busy recording the history of 
our Association. I am sure she will give you this information in her report. 
I was lucky enough to visit Bali with Sherryn and Vic Reid recently. We attended a 
special meeting of the Bali Committee and Coordinators and visited several schools. 
In one, we met with a Principal and a proposal for a school visit for September was 
discussed. 

The value of the TESOL Scholarship at Milner International College of English was 
shown during a visit to Desak Rukmini’s classroom. She now has a dedicated 
English room. The charts and work by the students showed that she had really 
encompassed the work she did in Perth. 
Several of our sponsorship students visited us. Beni is now a barista and waiter at a 
restaurant, Annisa is an accountant at a bank. Adi (the recipient of the Beverley 
Sheavils 2019 Nursing Scholarship) is completing his final year, travelling between 
‘practicums’ in hospitals all over Bali. 

On a personal note I was also able to catch up with the two children I sponsor and 
managed to visit friends I have made over the last thirty years. 
It was also a learning experience for me, especially meeting Andy Bracey from the 
Global Village Foundation in Lovina. It was inspiring to hear of the many things he 
does for the poor and needy in Bali. Wheelchairs, clothes, medication, educational 
supplies, waterproofing of houses and hospital admissions are just a few of the 
things he organizes. 
Thanks to Sherryn and Vic for inviting me to go with them. It was a great opportunity 
to meet the Bali committee, coordinators, members and see more of the good work 
our efforts have produced. 
 

Bali Visit Reports by Sherryn Reid 
On the 6th February, Sherryn and Vic Reid together with Sheila Hay the AAS 
President travelled to Bali for the AGM, coordinating and school visits. 
The first meeting was with Terry and Gail Langis (AAS Canadian sponsors) and Lyn 
Yeomans from Victoria. A most enjoyable evening. 
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Next meeting was with Eka Widana, Bali AAS President and Desak Made Rukmini 
from SMPN2 Kuta. The discussion centred around the meeting agenda for the 
following day and future study tours to Western Australia. 
 
The AGM was held on Saturday, 9th February in the theatre at SMAN1 Kuta. 
Attended by many of the Bali coordinators (past and new), Bali committee, past 
members and three staff from Eco Bali. Both, the Bali President Gede Eka Widana 
and WA AAS President Sheila Hay were able to attend. All appointed sister school 
coordinators were invited to attend. The current coordinators presented their reports, 
and all is going well in our sister schools. New coordinators were very keen to learn 
about the procedures required in their position with AAS and appear to have 
accepted their new roles with enthusiasm. 
The meeting ran for two hours, after which Eka Widana had organised an Indonesian 
lunch for all attendees. Thank you, Bali committee for a very productive meeting and 
lunch where we were able to chat, reacquaint and get to meet the new coordinators. 

 

 
Some of the attendees of AGM in Bali, February 2019. 
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Recently, Aveley Primary School has funded a programme in their sister school SD 
Cepaka, with Eco Bali which is a private non-Government funded company. 

Dwi, Eni and Sahin from Eco Bali attended the AGM and outlined their schools 
programme to teach students about recycling, assisting the set up in schools and 
arranging to purchase their recyclables every month. 

The cost for each school to hold an educational workshop for students and set up 
their programme is about Rp1,5 million (AU$150), after which children will be 
encouraged to put their rubbish in the appropriate bags, the recyclables will be 
weighed and collected by Eco Bali monthly, Rp2,000 (AU$0.20) paid to the school 
for each kilogram. 

    

                         
Paper and its products were also included in the list of recyclables. 
Schools in Australia may well see this as a very worthwhile project to fund in their sister 
school. 
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The following day Sherryn and Sheila had a meeting with the new Principal and 
Deputy at SMAN1 Kuta to discuss their proposed student study tour to Perth this up-
coming September. After much SMS-ing back and forth to Kim Bebbington at 
Belmont City College, a date was set, and plans are now underway for a six-day 
student and teacher visit. 
Next was SMPN2 Kuta to visit Desak Rukmini who attended Milner International 
College a year ago and gained the TESOL accreditation. On her return to Bali, she 
requested a dedicated English classroom instead of her changing rooms every 
lesson. Now the students learn in an English laboratory, the walls and boards reflect 
the learning strategies and results, and it was a very interesting and involved lesson. 
The students were all actively engaged, and some excellent results were achieved, 
learning about past, present and future tenses. 

    
Directions for the lesson after discussion and student input (left). Motivated and cooperating 
group (right) 

   
Teacher Ibu Desak checking work (left). SMP 2 student practising for a poetry competition 
(right). 

 
Sherryn and Sheila had an appointment with Oka Darmaja, AAS SD9 Benoa 
coordinator and his Principal. They were made very welcome at the school. 
Unfortunately, this well-spoken Principal will be retiring in May 2019. 
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Many questions as Terry ASS Sponsor from Canada discussed winter in the snow, 45 degrees 
below temperatures and migrating birds with the year six students at SDN 9 Benoa (right). 
Coordinator Oka Darmaja, Principal, Terry and Sherryn (left). 

 
It was Valentine’s Day and Oka took this opportunity to share ‘love, happiness and 
hope’ with the family of Putu Wirya, father of two children who Sheila sponsors. Putu 
Pande Kurnia will graduate to Senior High School in June, Pande Made Widana is in 
elementary school at SD2 Kutuh. Their Mother passed away last year, the children 
are adjusting well with input from Grandparents. 

   
The children with Granma and Sheila. 

 

Sheila, Sherryn and Vic also caught up with some of the other teachers who over 
several years, have been recipients of the much-valued Milner International 
Scholarship for TESOL Accreditation and had been students in Perth for six weeks 
each. 
They did meet Gayus but haven’t got a picture of him (only his children). Thank you 
Alit and Made for once again for making us so welcome, and for the girls who 
cooked a delicious lunch. Mesy tried making Lumpia (spring rolls) and they were a 
wonderful success. Wayan’s mie goreng was a hit also. Great to see Made 
Sudarmawan, a past Uni graduate who had to leave as he was teaching in the 
afternoon.  
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In Kaba Kaba with Alit and Wayan Sekarin, holding baby Mesy - recently married (left). Most 
recent recipient, Sri Agustini in Kediri (right). 

 
On the second Sunday Sheila, Sherryn and Vic gathered at Yuni and Ketut’s house 
in Denpasar to catch up with some coordinators, graduated and current students. 
We had a bit of a rollicking time and all enjoyed nasi goreng and mie goreng from the 
night market. Yuni produced lovely fruit, nuts and nibbles and we thank her and 
Ketut for all their efforts providing such a great night. The little children had a great 
time playing skittles in the garage and kicking a ball on the road (dead end and safe) 
and playing hand ball in the lounge room. 

    
Sheila playing skittles with the little ones (left). Vic and Joshua, Gayus’s son playing catch ball 
in the ‘lounge’!! (right). 

 

Sheila, Sherryn and Vic also had the opportunity met Ketut Adi Guna Tirta the 
recipient of the Beverley Sheavils Nursing Scholarship for 2018 which will enable 
him to complete this fifth and final year of his Nursing Degree. Adi was recently 
orphaned and during the final practicum year was not allowed to work to support 
himself due to the commitment of time to the hospitals where he is gaining 
experience in 12-hour shifts. He is a respectful young man and a very worthy 
recipient. We had the pleasure of his company at Yuni’s house and he was able to 
meet Annisa and Dinda. Annisa graduated from Udayana University and is working 
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as an accountant, Dinda is in her final year at Senior High School and hopes to 
attend Udayana after graduation. 

                     
Ketut Adi Guna Tirta (left). Annisa and her Mum, Gail and Terry Langis and Adi Guna enjoying 
dinner (right). 

 

From time to time AAS and Global Village in Lovina, North of Bali, assist each other 
with projects when we can. Andy Bracey does an amazing job with his crew lead by 
Putu and Ketut in helping the very poor with medical needs, wheelchairs, housing, 
food and clothing amongst other necessities. 
At the moment he is working on assisting a small boy named Putu Risma who was 
born without hands. Putu lives in a Kerobokan Village on the outskirts of Singaraja in 
the North. His parents are very determined that he will have an education. Currently 
they both have temporary jobs and have sent him to Kindergarten for two years. 
Putu is ranked number one in his class. He holds a pencil between his two limbs and 
his writing and numbers are quite recognisable. He is a very determined and 
independent little boy. Putu will be six in June. 

Recently we were able to send an old, second hand, donated touch screen laptop to 
Andy whose staff updated it and have been teaching Putu how to use it. Global 
Village is making enquiries as to how Putu can be assisted with physical aids. AAS 
will assist with education support and will be looking for a sponsor or sponsors prior 
to school commencing in July 2019. If you or anyone is interested in assisting this 
young boy, please be in touch. 
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Putu Risma 

Last, Sherryn and Vic were able to catch up with one of their students from over 20 
years ago, who is now a lawyer and working in Alice Springs and was visiting Bali on 
holiday with her partner and new baby girl, little Dylan. It was a lovely occasion also 
most enjoyable and successful AAS visit to Bali in 2019. 
 

ASS Sponsorship Statistic 2003 – June 2018 
Originally a bridging programme was set up to keep children in school following the 
2002 Bali bombing, and the subsequent loss of jobs and income for parents at one of 
our sister schools. As time went on, many of these parents gained work as things 
returned to normal in the tourist industry in Bali and the children were no longer 
eligible for sponsorship. Some of the children remained on the programme and have 
gone on to high school and even university graduation. Currently all the children on 
the programme meet the strict criteria for sponsorship. 

Local WA schools provided sponsorships to their sister schools in the early days but 
since 2011 records were centralised, the sponsorship coordinator’s position was 
created. From inception until June 2018, records show as follow: 

Students exited for various reasons 
(eg families moving to other areas for work, farming land sold to 
developers in poor growing areas, families requiring physical assistance 
at home, seaweed farming and rice growing, informed grandparents, 
accident and injuries, placed in orphanages or disabled schools, 
receiving full Government Scholarships and exited to other agencies). 

190 

Students exited in years 1-11 (no longer eligible, parents now 
employed) 194 

Graduated in year 12 81 

Graduated University  8 

Further study completed  6 
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Currently there are 187 students on the sponsorship programme in the July 2018 to 
June 2019 school year. 

SD – Elementary school Girls Boys Total 

Year 1 - - - 

Year 2 3 - 3 

Year 3 2 3 5 

Year 4 3 3 6 

Year 5 8 8 16 

Year 6 9 7 16 

 25 21 46 

SMP – Junior High     

Year 7 9 10 19 

Year 8 13 16 29 

Year 9 13 8 21 

 35 34 69 

SMA/ SMK - Senior High 
School    

Year 10 15 10 25 

Year 11 17 10 27 

Year 12* 9 11 20 

 41 31 72 

GRAND TOTAL 101 86 187 

*These students will graduate year 12 in June 2019. 
Thank you sponsors.  Gaining an opportunity to education has been life changing for 
these students and their families. 
 

Information for sponsors of educational sponsorship recipients. 
Educational sponsorship renewal notices are being compiled and will be emailed out 
to you early in April. 

It would be much appreciated if sponsorship funds could be remitted by the end of 
April to enable all documentation to be completed and submitted to the Accountant 
for approval in May, to enable the transfer of funds early in June.  This will allow time 
for the Bali coordinators to travel to many and varied schools to deposited funds 
directly for the beginning of the new school year. Thanks for your cooperation. 
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Kaba – Kaba English Homework Club 
The club was established on March 11, 2016. Our special thanks to Susan Cromb 
and Sherryn Reid who had given much attention on the club. They support the club 
by giving reading materials, dictionaries, puzzle, a laptop, a projector, a screen and 
other teaching aids. We have a mini library where students are free to borrow books. 
The purpose is particularly helping students doing their homework as most of their 
parents don’t understand English. The participants are from SD1, 2 and 4 Kaba - 
Kaba. Most of them are interested in learning English. They usually much motivated 
by their elders who have been working in tourism industries such as in restaurants, 
hotels, villas, cruise ships and other foreign agencies that need English for 
communication. 
 

 

School participants Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

SD1 Kaba - Kaba 7 7 14 7 

SD2 Kaba - Kaba 7 13 13 - 

SD4 Kaba - Kaba 17 8 18 8 

Total Students 31 28 45 15 

In this semester 119 students registered. Some of them are new comers. Students 
registration list are kept on file. 
The activity is held in the afternoon after school hours on Friday and Saturday. On 
Sunday it is held in the morning and afternoon. 
A special thank you to AAS WA, Natalie Parry, The Morgan family, The Yeomans 
family, Elias Haddad and Christine Whelan, Terry and Gail Langis from Canada, and 
others who we couldn’t mentioned one by one. You have visited the club, taught 
students and gave them books and other stationaries.  
 

Yay! We get to meet some more of our Sponsors. 
Sponsorship Coordinator, Sherryn Reid meet some of AAS Sponsors in Melbourne. 

“Over the years, being sponsorship coordinator, I meet many sponsors via internet or 
phone but have never seen face to face.  Vic and I recently travelled to New 
Zealand, via Melbourne where we had a week’s stay.  This was an opportunity to 
have a couple of get-togethers and meet the sponsors.” 

Thursday night dinner at the Rosstown Hotel in Carnegie gave us an opportunity to 
finally meet in person, Jess Traher, who was a previous newsletter editor for AAS, is 
currently a sponsor, also Lou and Maria Papile, and Con and Rosa Antonello.  
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Thank you all so much for a lovely evening. It was wonderful to meet, and I do hope 
there will be further opportunities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Con (in front) – (left to right) Rosa, 
Maria, Lou, Vic, Jessica and Sherryn 

On Sunday we enjoyed a bus ride through the scenic countryside to Leongatha in 
the Gippsland area.  We were met by Lyn and Gary Yeomans who you may know 
are great supporters of AAS, have assisted with the Volcano and Earthquake 
appeals in recent times in Bali and Lombok.  We went to their lovely property and 
had a cuppa and caught up a bit.  Then we were off to the Leongatha RSL to meet 
the local sponsors and have lunch.  Some we had met in Bali, but it was delightful to 
meet Great Aunty Nancye, about who we have heard so much.  We had a nice meal 
there and there was a lot of fun and laughter and sharing of stories. 

 
At the Leongatha RSL - Great Aunt Nancye Hollings, Helen Taylor, Pat Fell, Lee Ann Mitchell 

(front left to right). 
Lyn and Gary Yeomans, Carol Hanratty, Sherryn and Vic Reid, Peter Fell (back left to right). 

 

You may also remember the fantastic effort by a young man, Eric Grattan, a few 
years ago when he grew his hair and a beard for a year and was sponsored by many 
people. One of his sponsored students will be graduating from University next June – 
and there are others. 
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Eric is Lyn and Gary’s son. Eric and his lovely lady Bianca are now building their own 
home nearby. We visited and only stopped him working briefly. They are doing the 
physical work themselves and you can see their efforts already coming to fruition. 

   
Eric, Bianca, Lyn and Gary in the house under construction (left) - Lyn and Gary’s view from the 
front of their house (right)                                  
“Thank you all for a wonderful couple of visits.  It does make a difference when we 
can put a name to a face and have actually met you all and for your support to AAS. 
It really is changing lives for children and families in Bali.” 
 

Happy New Year 2019 and Update Photos from SD2 Pegadungan 
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Updates from SD 2 Buwit 
Wayan Sekarini is a teacher who was a successful scholarship winner in 2016 to 
attend a TESOL course at Milner International College of English in Perth. Wayan 
has used many of the strategies she learnt there in teaching about the 4 seasons to 
her English class students at SD2 Buwit. Donations from sister school Connolly 
Primary School has enabled the purchase of speakers etc for the classroom which 
has enhanced the learning environment. 
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Message from Sponsored Student, Ni Luh Putri Lestari 
Ni Luh Putri Lestari has been sponsored since 2011, initially by AAS then in 2012 by 
Dean Harris who sponsored Ni Luh to High School Graduation. Thank you, Dean.  
Ni Luh is the daughter of very poor farmer parents who, without sponsorship 
assistance, would not have been able to attend school.  It is thanks to you that Ni 
Luh now has a bright future. 
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“Hi... I am Ni Luh Putri Lestari, from the village of Bangah, Baturiti, I would like to 
thank you and Mr Dean very much for the scholarship assistance that has been 
given since I was in elementary school until I graduated from high school and was 
able to continue studying for 1 year at WEARNEST, business and computer School. 

I am very happy to be able to graduate now. I am ready to find a job. I will work hard 
for the future and help my family. 

Thank you very much to Adopt A School from my family... Your help means a lot to 
us... Thank you!” 

         
Ni Luh Putri Lestari on her graduation (left). Her certificate from Wearnest (right). 

 

What is Nyepi? 
Nyepi, often referred to as the Balinese Day of Silence, is a Hindu tradition observed 
as the traditional New Year according to the Balinese Saka calendar.  For one day 
out of the year, the rambunctious nightlife and thumping music in Bali stop. The 
constant drone of motorbikes ceases for a day as a pleasant, mandatory silence 
creeps over the entire island. Even the perpetually busy airport in Denpasar (DPS) 
shuts down for 24 hours! If you are anywhere in Bali, participation in Nyepi is 
compulsory. 

What to expect on the Balinese Day of Silence? 
Locals get prepared for a Day of Silence by getting it all out of their systems the night 
before. Pots and pans are banged, firecrackers are thrown, effigies of demons are 
burned, and noisy processions walk the streets. Different rituals are performed to 
drive away evil spirits. 
The Balinese Day of Silence begins at 6 a.m. on Nyepi and continues for 24 hours 
until 6 a.m. the following morning. Locals and visitors alike are expected to take the 
event very seriously. The streets are patrolled by pecalang, security men in 
traditional garb, to ensure that there are no infractions. 
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Although tourists aren’t expected to fast or meditate as many locals do, they are 
expected to stay inside the hotel grounds and not cause disturbances. Even lights 
should be dimmed, and excessive talking kept hushed. You'll want a comfy hotel 
room, perhaps with food service, for waiting out Nyepi. Many hotels will offer food 
(nicer places will even set up special buffets), however, they may be understaffed as 
employees take part in rituals and celebrations in their home villages.  All businesses 
close; televisions and radios are silenced. You'll have to eat inside your hotel. No 
one is allowed to move around the island other than the security patrols and 
emergency vehicles on life-saving missions. 
The Demons 
Those artistic, colorful demon statues are known as ogoh-ogoh. Each village crafts 
and constructs an ogoh-ogoh; the village youth play a vital role in the design and 
construction. Most ogoh-ogoh are carried in a procession the day before silent day 
and then burned in a ritual, although a few ends up on display. They can be seen in 
different parts of the island. 
If you spot an ogoh-ogoh procession turning in circles at intersections, they aren't 
lost. This is done deliberately to confound any evil spirits that may have been 
following along. 

Traveling to Bali During Nyepi 
The Balinese Day of Silence will certainly affect your trip to Bali if the two coincide. 
Ngurah Rai International Airport (DPS) in Denpasar closes down for 24 hours with no 
flights allowed to arrive or depart. All transportation around Bali stops moving — plan 
accordingly! 
As a tourist, you won’t be exempt from observing the Balinese Day of Silence. 
Beaches are off limits, most bars and restaurants closed, and you won’t be allowed 
to walk in the streets. Unless you're about to give birth. 

 
Picture taken at Pantai Jerman in Tuban (credit: Sherryn Reid) 

Our Supporters 

Appreciation for support to AAS goes to: 
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• Consulate General of the Republic of Indonesia in Perth, WA - Mrs. Dewi Gustina 
Tobing and staff for their continued support. 

• Past Consul General of the Republic of Indonesia in Perth, WA - Mr. E.D. Syarief 
Syamsuri 

• Milner’s International College of English, Warren Milner provides scholarships to 
Bali teachers. 

• Metropolitan Omnibus Company, Bob Pearce. 
• For bus hire rates phone 0418 337 302. 
• Michael and Jo Keil of Michael Kiel Real Estate, Rivervale for their support. 
• Special thank you to AirAsia Indonesia for donations and assistance. It is very 

much appreciated. 

 

How can I join? 
Membership details are as follows: 

Corporate Membership $100 minimum per annum 
Private Membership  $10 first year (includes certificate), $10 annual renewal 
School Membership  $30 per annum (Includes certificate)  

All members receive AAS newsletters.  
 

Committee 
President   Sheila Hay 
Vice President  Kerry Steele 

Minutes Secretary  (vacant) 
Treasurer   Shane Scott 
Membership Officer  (vacant) 

Sponsorship Coordinator Sherryn Reid 
IT Administrators  Andrew Rowe 

Wiki Coordinator   Andrew Rowe 
Editor    Monika Simpson 
 

Visit us on www.adoptaschool.org.au  
Like us on Facebook AdoptASchool Australia 


